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   The Christian Link        
February 2019           Firestone Park Christian Church                  VOLUME 17 NO. 1 

   (Disciples of Christ) 
                     40 East Wilbeth Road, Akron, Ohio 44301-2455                                 

Dear Friends in Christ,                        “"If wishes were horses …”   

 There’s an old Scottish proverb first recorded in 1628 that says: "If wishes were horses, beggars 

would ride.” The proverb suggests that if wishing could make things happen, then even the most destitute 

people would have everything they wanted. It’s usually used to insinuate that it’s useless to simply wish 

on things and that better results would be achieved through action.  

 Another version of this proverb says: “If wishes were fishes, then beggars would eat.” Perhaps this 

version puts a little more urgency into the wished for results. We don’t necessarily need to ride horses, but 

everyone needs to eat. And God knows we have enough hungry people in the world.  

 So yes, I wish every person in the world would have enough food to survive. But my wishing 

won’t make it so. How do I take action? It seems an insurmountable task. But if I start by writing to my 

representatives in Washington to make sure they are supporting bills that help with the fair distribution of 

food and wealth, both in our country and abroad, I’ve done something. Even if it seems so little.  

 I wish that we would take better care of the earth that God has given us; be better stewards of our 

resources. The truth is, I can’t control what other people do or don’t do. But I can take responsibility for 

what I do. I can be a better steward. I can minimize my waste, whether it be food, gasoline, garbage or 

recyclables that I can make available for recycling. I can be sensitive to the abuse that Mother Earth 

receives from its inhabitants. And I can attempt to teach my family and friends how to do a better job, 

whether they are open to it or not. 

 I wish that I could be more loving and tolerant towards people with whom I disagree. That’s an 

easy one. I just have to be more loving and tolerant. At least it sounds easy, but we know that it’s not. It 

takes work. It takes patience. I cannot change other people, but I can change the way I interact with them 

and the way that I think about them. In spite of what I sometimes think, I am not always right. I don’t 

always have all the answers to the difficult questions that our modern world throws at us. I have to begin 

with patience; take the time to think before I speak or act. Yes, I sometimes have what you might call a 

“hair trigger” temper. It’s easier to not start a rampage than it is to stop in the middle of one. 

 I wish that our church could grow, both in size and in spirituality. Especially in spirituality. 

Because I believe that kind of growth can help the other kind of growth. If we are at peace within 

ourselves, at peace with our relationship to God and one another, then I believe we open ourselves up to 
attract new members. Ah, if wishes were fish, beggars would eat. But wishes aren’t fish. Just like 

everything else in life, you have to catch fish. You have to do something to bring about the result that you 

are wishing for. 

 If your wishes are similar to mine, then you, too, realize that wishing accomplishes nothing. 

Wishing doesn’t even give us hope. Hope comes only with following through on dreams and wishes … 

and doing something to make them happen. Isn’t it good to know that God ordains and blesses the kinds 

of hopes and dreams I’m talking about? That means God will back us up if we actively do something to 

move forward. God hears prayers not wishes. 

      Let us always take action, Pastor Rich 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Starting in 2019 Pastor Rich's Office Hours will vary. Monday continues to be his weekly 

Day Off, and typically he will be in the office Tuesday – Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Also 

afternoons and evenings for visits and meetings. Best to contact him at 330-780-5081 for 

appointments or questions. Please let him know when someone is ill or hospitalized. 

 He will make himself available for all situations as needed. 

Church Phone: 330-724-1370    Cell: 330-780-5081 

Church website: firestoneparkchristian.org 
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Worship - 10:30 am Sundays  
Worship Volunteers 
Month – February 

 Deaconess: Mary Alice Church 
Date: February 3 
Lay Reader: Pam Underwood 

Elder: Kathy Walker 

Deacons/Greeters: Frank Walker, Sam Siegferth 

Deacons: Joe Walters, Pam Underwood 

Sound Tech: Dave Scichilone 
 

Date: February 10 
Lay Reader: Yvonne Siegferth 

Elder: Nancy Hoskins 

Deacons/Greeters: Mary Alice Church, Chris 

Miller 

Deacons: Pam Underwood, Linda Oakes 

Sound Tech: Matt Church 
 

Date: February 17 
Lay Reader: Janice Butler 

Elder: Gary Morgan 

Deacons/Greeters: Chris Wilcox, Dave 

Scichilone 

Deacons: Jan Wood, Dave Wood 

Sound Tech: Gary Morgan 

 
Date: February 24 
Lay Reader: Brent Butler 

Elder: Nancy Fetty 

Deacons/Greeters: Chris Wilcox, Dave Wood  

Deacons: Jan Wood, Dave Scichilone  

Sound Tech: Gary Morgan 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY 
************ 

 02 – Rachel Bricker 

 08 – Ron Davis 

 20 – Kathy Pingstock 

 21 – John Murray 

 22 – Garland Bricker  

 22 – Ron Hartman  
 25 – Aaron Arnett 
 27 – Laura Hartley 

 
ANNIVERSARIES IN FEBRUARY 

************** 
 28 – Yvonne & Andy Siegferth 
           

 

  

BOARD MEETING 
The next meeting of 

the Official Board will 

be held on March 20 

at 7:00 p.m. The 

Elders Meeting will be held that evening at 

6:30, prior to Board Meeting. If you are an 

elder, deacon, deaconess or trustee, you are a 

member of the official board and should attend 

this meeting.  Anyone in the church may attend 

and offer information and questions.  

 

FAMILY NIGHT -- RESCHEDULED 

   The postponed Potluck Dinner and Family 

Fun night has been rescheduled for Friday, 

February 15 at 6:00 pm. We will have a potluck 

dinner and then play some games for prizes 

provided by you!  So bring a dish to share, a 

wrapped white elephant gift for a game prize 

and plan to join us for food, fun and fellowship. 

 Remember, before you wrap your white 

elephant gift, to include a piece of paper saying 

something about yourself without mentioning 

your name. Whoever wins your prize will have 

to try to figure out who brought it.  The gift you 

bring can be something funny and crazy, or 

anything you choose to bring.  Also, bring your 

gift in a bag to conceal it so no one can see how 

it’s wrapped to identify you as the donor.   

 

LOOKING AHEAD FROM  

     THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

   Mark your calendars for the following: 

Friday, March 8, Spaghetti Dinner 

Friday, April 12, Senior Prom 
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 Global Ministries  
Letter from PROCMURA after a recent 

terrorist attack in Kenya  
WRITTEN FOR GLOBAL MINISTRIES (DISCIPLES 

OF CHRIST AND UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST) ON 

JANUARY 18, 2019 

[Link Editor’s note: PROCMURA is an 

acronym for Project for Christian-

Muslim Relations in Africa] 

Dear Partners and Friends of PROCMURA, 

 We would like to express our heartfelt 

deep appreciation to you all for your mails and 

phone calls to inquire whether we at the 

PROCMURA Central Office and our families 

are safe in the midst of the 14 Riverside Hotel 

terrorists attack. All you who wrote or spoke to 

us on phone made us to understand how you felt 

for those who died, those who are wounded and 

maimed, and the families who lost loved ones. 

You also assured us that you were in solidarity 

with us in our quest for peace and will continue 

to pray with us and for us.  

 We would like to let you know that we 

ourselves and our immediate families are doing 

well but our national family as Kenyans, the 

world family who were at the hotel as visitors 

and those who were not in the hotel but visiting 

different parts of Kenya are not well - we are all 

affected in one way or the other. 

 PROCMURA as an organization 

committed to interreligious peace and peaceful 

co-existence and with a philosophy which says 

that whatever differences we have should be 

resolved in a non-violent manner, we cannot but 

question when such things like these happen, 

whether we are making progress and having an 

impact in society. 

 All of you are aware that PROCMURA 

some few months ago, celebrated the 

International Day of Peace in Kenya, 

specifically Nairobi.  Over 5,000 people from a 

cross section of the society that included both 

Christian and Muslim Religious leaders, the 

academia,  Government officials, Law 

Enforcement Agencies, Ecumenical 

organizations, University students from various 

campuses and colleges, Women and Youth, 

Community Based Organizations (CBO’s), and 

participants from Nairobi, Mombasa and Isiolo 

Counties and many more participated. One of 

the principal objectives was curbing Violent 

Radicalization and Violent Extremism which 

can and does promote terrorism as we have just 

experienced.   

 We are down-hearted that having 

intentionally chosen Kenya and specifically 

Nairobi where we marched for peace, yelled for 

peace, gave lectures on peace, the terrorists had 

their own plans. So many have sometimes asked 

PROCMURA why it advocates for peace and 

yet things of these nature happen, in the words 

of the Apostle Paul when he said: “We are 

afflicted in every way but not crushed; we are 

perplexed but not in despair (2nd Corinthians 

4:8). 

 We will remain resolute in our work for 

peace as a faith and Vision committed 

organization which is a vocation entrusted to us 

by God in Christ who gives us peace even in 

these difficult and challenging times.   

 Thank you all for being in solidarity 

with us in these difficult times. 

Joy Wandabwa 
Team Leader – Finance and Administration 

On Behalf of the PROCMURA Team 

 

 
    

Week of Compassion Offering 
on February 17 and 24! 
 Everyone in the area knows Maria 

Trinidad (or Fela, to those who really know 

her). For years they have come to her home at 

the top of a hill in Ciales, Puerto Rico, for 

school uniforms and party dresses, for trouser 

hems and alterations. Mrs. Trinidad could look 

out the window above her sewing machine and 

see the whole neighborhood. For over four 

decades, she has looked out over the place she 

calls home as she has created clothes for her 

neighbors. 

 In September of 2017, Mrs. Trinidad’s 

home was destroyed. When Hurricane Maria hit 

Puerto Rico, Mrs. Trinidad took shelter with her 

sister in the back room of the house--the only 

part of the structure made of concrete--as the 

wind and rain howled through the hills. After 

the storm, the two women found the rest of the 
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house in ruins. Debris was strewn everywhere. 

Yet, in the middle of the fractured rafters and 

twisted roofing stood a table and on it, Mrs. 

Trinidad’s sewing machine. 

 In partnership with Week of Compassion, 

the Iglesia Cristiana (Discípulos de Cristo) en 

Puerto Rico is helping her piece things back 

together. Though she received financial 

assistance from federal programs, the funds 

would not cover the cost of the extensive 

repairs. Mrs. Trinidad did not know what else to 

do when a neighbor referred her to the local 

Disciples congregation. Disciples leaders soon 

met with Mrs. Trinidad and began coordinating 

resources and volunteers to rebuild her home so 

she can get back to the sewing she loves. 

 Through the Programa Edifiquemos, 

your gifts to Week of Compassion are 

strengthening congregations for disaster 

response, rebuilding homes damaged by the 

hurricanes, and helping restore communities. 

Your gifts do more than we can imagine! 

 
 
Give generously to the Week Of 
Compassion offering on 
February 17 and 24 and support 
the Disaster Relief Fund. 

************************ 

Thoughtful Valentine's Day Gift 
 Jim asked his friend, Tony, whether he 

had bought his wife anything for Valentine's 

Day. 

 “Yes,” came the answer from Tony who 

was a bit of a chauvinist, “I've bought her a belt 

and a bag.” 

 “That was very kind of you,” Jim added, 

 “I hope she appreciated the thought.” 

 Tony smiled as he replied, “So do I, and 

hopefully the vacuum cleaner will work better 

now.” 

 

My One and Only 
 Roger, who was 19 years old, was 

buying an expensive bracelet, to surprise his 

girlfriend on Valentine's Day, at a very smart 

jeweler’s shop.  

 The jeweler inquired, “Would you like 

your girlfriend's name engraved on it?” 

 Roger thought for a moment, grinned, 

then answered. “No. Instead write: ‘To my one 

and only love.’” 

 The jeweler smiled and said, “Yes, sir; 

how very romantic of you.” 

 Roger retorted with a glint in his eye, 

“Not exactly romantic, but very practical. This 

way, if we break up, I can use it again.” 

 

Valentine Dreams 
 One morning Emma woke up with a 

start.  Her husband Jim asked what was the 

matter, she told him, "I just had a dream that 

you gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine's 

day. What do you think it means?" 

 "You'll know tonight," Jim said. 

 That evening, Jim home with a small 

package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, 

Emma opened it - only to find a book titled The 

Meaning of Dreams. 


